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its effect, it’ the general symptoms indicate great intensity of the local injury and 
the general affection. 2. After a partial intermission of this treatment, the febrile 
symptoms again at once become more acute. Since, however, the fall of the 
pulse preceded mostly the lowering of the temperature, and remained often at 
or under the normal for weeks, while the temperature varied between 38 and 39 
deg. Cent. (100.4, and 102.2 Fahr.), it cannot well be doubted that there is 
a direct influence on the heart, after the manner of narcotics. Nevertheless, the 
pulse differs from the digitalis-pulse in not becoming irregular and intermittent. 

Another peculiarity in the course of the disease must be pointed out. All the 
patients, after the first days, as soon as the gastric symptoms had subsided, 
asserted they felt quite comfortable.; and this subjective feeling lasted uninter¬ 
ruptedly to their convalescence. The latter also, in all, went on without distur¬ 
bance, and without interruption by those troublesome slight relapses, which fre¬ 
quently seem to indicate, in the fourth or fifth week, some recrudescence of the 
local lesion. 

The medicine itself is readily taken by the patients, both children and adults ; 
and, indeed, for weeks ; which cannot be said either of quinine or of salicylate of 
soda. Oil of peppermint completely disguises the disagreeable smell; and gastric 
or sensorial disturbances, which sometimes attend the use of the above-mentioned 
remedies, were never observed. The medicine lias also the recommendation 
of cheapness, a very important circumstance in view of the present high price of 
quinine. It seems important that the remedy should be given in sufficient quan¬ 
tities (1 to 2 of carbolic acid, and 1 of tincture of iodine, in 120 of water), a 
tablespoonful being given hourly, until a decided effect on the pulse and tempera¬ 
ture is produced, and then every two hours, until apyrexia follows ; and it should 
be continued for three or four weeks Whether the carbolic acid, without iodine, 
has the same effect, l)r. Rothe does not know. For the last ten years he has 
used the combination of carbolic acid with iodine in phthisis, diphtheria, diarrhoea, 
etc., and has never ventured to give up its use. 

Dr. Rothe says that he would not have ventured to publish the results of a 
small number of observations, if it were not for the desire that they should be 
repeated, and confirmed or corrected. He hopes that his professional colleagues, 
if they think the treatment worth a trial, will publish the results of their obser¬ 
vations.— London Med. Record, Aug. 15, 1880. 


Action of Benzoate of Soda in Scarlet Fever and true Diphtheria. 

Dr. Demme makes the following statement in the yearly report of the Chil¬ 
dren's Hospital at Bern ( Allerjemeine Weiner Medizinische Zeitunr/, No. 24). 
He has treated twenty-seven cases of diphtheria with benzoate of soda internally 
and externally. Internally, as large a dose as possible was given (5 to 20 
grammes daily, dissolved in 100 to 125 grammes of water, with the addition of 1 
to 1.5 grammes of liquorice juice). The external application was made by 
sprinkling the diphtheritic patches with alcoholic solution of benzoate of soda by 
means of an ordinary laryngeal insufflator. The applications were repeated every 
two to four hours. If the local disease were spreading rapidly and the lymphatic 
glands of the throat were swollen, Dr. Demme injected benzoate of soda into the 
retromaxillary and submaxillary regions, and even into the swollen tonsils. Cold 
wrapping of the body was employed at the same time for the lowering of the tem¬ 
perature, and cooling baths when there was severe fever. In septic forms of the 
disease, he administered cognac (5 to 75 grammes daily). Of the twenty-seven 
cases which were treated in this manner, six, or 22 percent., died, which must 
be called very favourable when the severity of the eases is considered. With re- 
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gard to the special effect, of benzoate of soda, Demme arrives at the following eon- 
elusions. 1. Benzoate of soda is an effective antimycotic, both as an internal and 
as an external application. 2. The application of benzoate of soda, in the form 
of insufflation on the infected spot, favours the section of the mucous membrane 
and essentially promotes the separation of the diphtheritic deposit. 3. A reduc 
tion of temperature is not produced by benzoate of soda. 4. In all his eases, 
Demme saw under the continued use of benzoate of soda an increase in intensity 
of the contractions of the heart, generally with diminution of their frequency, and 
increased discharge of urine. 5. Benzoate of soda had no effect on nephritis, 
with regard to the secretion of albumen. The doses, which produce a good effect 
in diphtheria are, according to Demme, the following: for children from 3 to 6 
months old, 2£ grammes daily; from 7 to 12 months, 5 grammes; from 1 to 2 
years, 7.3 grammes; from 3 to 7 years, 12 to 15 grammes daily. Demme never 
observed unpleasant symptoms after such doses.— Lond. Med. Record , August 
1ft, 1880. 

Treatment of Diphtheria by Carbolized Camphor. 

M. Pkkate has for the last two years used carbolized camphor for the treat¬ 
ment of diphtheria. He paints the surface with a pencil dipped in the following 
mixture ( Bulletin de Thirapeutii/ue, July 15) : Carbolic acid, 9 grammes : cam¬ 
phor, 25 grammes; alcohol, 1 gramme, diluted with equal parts of oil of sweet 
almonds. The paintings are made every two hours in the day, and every three 
hours in the evening ; then, after some days, they are divided by periods of three, 
four, or five hours, according to the improvement of the patient. These paint¬ 
ings are made over the whole extent of the false membranes, and with troublesome 
children the pencil is plunged as deeply as possible to the bottom of the throat, 
being, of course, previously drained. The mixture has an extremely disagreeable 
taste, to which, however, the patient soon becomes accustomed. M. Berate has 
been very successful with this plan of treatment.— Loud. Med. Record, August 
15, 1880. 


Treatment of Whooping-Cough by Benzoate of Soda. 

Dr. Edward Tordkcs has given benzoate of soda with successful results in 
four cases of whooping-cough ; he used the prescription recommended by Letze- 
rieh, of which the formula is as follows (.Journal de Midecine de Bruxelles, Mav. 
1880) : benzoate of soda, 5 grammes; distilled water and peppermint water, of 
each 40 grammes; syrup of orange peel, 10 grammes; take two iluidraehms 
about every hour. M. Tordeus believes himself to be authorized to conclude that 
benzoate of soda has a favourable action on whooping-cough, of which it diminishes 
the violence and frequency of the fits. It also possesses the advantage of acting 
on the respiratory mucous membrane, and thus preventing the manifestation of 
the pulmonary symptoms which unfortunately often supervene in the course of 
whooping-cough, and convert it into a serious affection.— Lond. Med. Record. 
August 15. 1880. 

Secondary Syphilitic Epilepsy. 

M. Fournier states (Annates de Dermatologic et de Syphdigraphie. Nos. 1 
and 2, 1880) that his object in publishing the following eases is to establish the 
fact that certain symptoms of an epileptic character do sometimes occur during 
the secondary stage of syphilis, and especially during the early part of this stage. 
The symptoms are very different from those which occur during the tertiary pe¬ 
riod, as regards significance, evolution, and gravity. 
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